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PREFACE 
 
 
 
 The greatest name that the writer has to thank first is Allah SWT who 
always guides the writer, closes the goodness and keeps the poorness away. Also, 
all of people supporting the writer in writing and finishing this final project 
entitled “Some Problems in Teaching Conversation at Seventh Grade of SMP N 
20 Surakarta”. 
 The objective of the writer in writing this final project report is to fulfill 
the requirement in obtaining the English Diploma Program. This final project 
report contains many kinds of problems in teaching conversation in SMP N 20 
Surakarta. The writer used questionnaire, direct interview, direct observation and 
direct teaching to find the difficulties. 
The writer really realized that in arranging this final project report, she 
has many weaknesses. Those are the lack of the limited knowledge and the 
experience of the writer. Therefore, the writer will be excited to receive further 
suggestion for the improvement of this report. 
Finally, the writer hopes that this final project report can be beneficial 
for the readers. 
 
 
Surakarta, June 2010 
 
Puspita palupiningtyas
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ABSTRACT 
 
 
PUSPITA PALUPININGTYAS, 2010, SOME PROBLEMS IN TEACHING 
CONVERSATION AT SEVENTH GRADE OF SMP N 20 SURAKARTA, 
English Diploma Program, Faculty of Letters and Fine Arts, Sebelas Maret 
University 
 
 This final project is written on the writer’s job training as an English 
teacher in SMP N 20 Surakarta. The writer is interested to focus the English 
lesson on conversation. This report mainly discuses about how students in this 
Junior High school are able to apply and to comprehend simple conversation in 
the class. 
 The aim of this final project is to report the difficulties in teaching 
conversation for seventh graders of SMP N 20 Surakarta by teaching the students 
directly, giving questionnaires and having interview with the English teacher. 
Finally, the writer concludes the problems and gives some solutions for the 
school. 
 The process of teaching used by the writer consisted of three steps. The 
first was warming up which was consisted of greeting and introducing the 
materials. In this step, the writer used to attempt to connect material to student’s 
daily life. The second was material’s explanation. It was the time when the writer 
stimulated student’s interaction in the class. The third was exercises for students. 
 There are many difficulties in conversation activities coming from variety 
factors. The difficulties come from the students, the English teacher, the writer, 
and also the condition of the school. All of the problems influence each other, so it 
creates some trouble in teaching conversation.  
Most of the problems actually have had the solutions, but there are still 
some problems which have not had the solutions yet, especially about the 
condition of the school. So, The writer also gives some suggestions to SMP N 20 
Surakarta so that English can hopefully develop well in the school 
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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
 
A. Background 
 
English is a language which provides some base skills. The 
base skills in English are speaking, listening, reading and writing. 
They are the base skill needed and got as long as the students are still 
learning English (especially for young graders). As the Widdowson’s 
statement “speaking and writing are said to be active or productive 
skills whereas listening and reading are said to be passive or receptive 
skills” (Widdowson 1978:57). Here, the writer is going to focus the 
problem to the speaking skill which is involved in productive skill. 
  
Since the role as international language, English makes many 
influences in many aspects, such as; science, health, politic, economic, 
social and the most important is communication. Communication is 
kind of media to make a relation with others and when Indonesia has 
been starting to open the relationship with other countries, Indonesia 
needs English to build a good cooperation with them. It can be the 
reason why English develops into the second language in Indonesia. 
To make the communication is running fluently, we absolutely need 
master speaking skill. 
 
S
peaking 
is a skill 
which 
requires 
more 
practice
s in our 
daily 
life. We 
are able 
to make 
a simple 
daily 
convers
ation 
with our 
surroun
ding as 
kind of 
the 
practice. 
Speakin
g skill is 
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considered as the most important thing if we want to apply a job 
relating to English. It will create someone’s impression at first. By 
considering some reasons above, the writer limits the problem in a 
simple conversation skill. The writer is interested to broaden the 
conversation’s topic because the writer thinks that simple conversation 
is the first step to master speaking skill.  
 
In this report the writer is going to focus on the speaking ability 
of junior high school graders because they begin to introduce about the 
further conversation and recently teacher begins to introduce speaking 
English little by little in class. Speaking skill can be developed well in 
the class as an interaction between teacher and students. 
 
The writer is interested to determine a government Junior High 
School for job training place, because government school becomes a 
measurement of Indonesian School. The writer wants to know, how far 
the young graders in government school have been prepared to master 
English, especially for conversation skill. Finally, the writer had a 
chance to hold job training in SMP N 20 Surakarta. 
 
By using all of the considerations above and the consultation of 
the writer’s supervisor, the writer decides to make the title of this final 
project: Some Prolems in Teaching Conversation at Seventh Grade 
of SMP N 20 SURAKARTA. In this report, the writer will expose the 
result of writer’s observations and experiences in teaching 
conversation at SMP 20 Surakarta. It will not be only about the 
difficulti
es faced 
by the 
writer 
when 
practicin
g job 
training 
but it is 
also 
about 
some 
solution
s done 
to solve 
the 
problem
. 
 
B. Obj
ectiv
es 
 
A
fter 
 xiv
knowing about the general background of this report, the writer 
determines the objectives of this final project, the followings are: 
a. To describe young graders ability in using conversation 
b. To report the problems in teaching conversation of SMP N 
20 Surakarta 
c. To solve the problem relating to teaching conversation 
 
C. Benefits 
 
The writer hopes that this Final Project will be beneficial 
for: 
1. For the reader: 
This report can be a reference for readers to make final 
project and to do job training. 
2. For SMP N 20 Surakarta: 
This report is hopefully useful as teaching reference for 
the teachers of SMP 20. 
CHAPTER II 
LITERATURE REVIEW 
 
 
A. English Teacher 
 
Teacher is a person who has the most important role in the 
class. Harmer explains “Teachers use many metaphors to describe 
what 
they do. 
Sometim
es they 
say that 
they are 
like 
actors 
because 
‘we are 
always 
on the 
stage’…
…” 
(Harmer 
2005: 
56). 
H
armer 
also 
reinforc
es his 
stateme
nt that 
teachers 
need to 
play a 
number 
of 
different 
roles 
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during the speaking activities. However, three have particular 
relevance if we are trying to get students to speak fluently: 
1) Prompter 
2) Participant 
3) Feedback provider (Harmer 2005: 275-276) 
Those can help teacher to organize students in speaking class 
so that speaking activities can be running well. 
 
B. Young Learner 
 
Young learner is the main target of the writer to do job training 
and write this final project. According to Harmer, young learner can be 
differed into three types: 
1) Young children 
2) Adolescents 
3) Adult learner  (Harmer 2005;38-40) 
 
The young learner in Junior high school is involved in 
adolescents. In fact, adolescent is kind of learner who creates many 
problems in teaching learning activities.  
 
This is reinforced by the statement of Harmer “….there are a 
number of reasons why students - and teenage students in particular - 
may be disruptive in class. Apart from the need from self-esteem and 
the peer approval they may provoke from being disruptive, there are 
other factors too, such as the boredom they feel – not to mention 
problems they bring into class from outside school” (Harmer 2005: 39) 
 
A
ccording 
to 
Harmer 
in his 
book, 
adolesce
nts have 
a 
number 
of 
characte
ristic 
which 
can 
make 
teaching 
learning 
problem
atic: 
1) T
h
e
y
 
c
a
n
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 be critical on teaching methods 
2) They may have experienced failure or criticism at school 
which makes them anxious and under confident about 
learning a language 
3) Many older adults worry that their intellectual powers may 
be diminishing with age (Harmer 2005:40) 
 
Those are kind of difficulties for teacher when teaching 
adolescent, but those factors can be as consideration for teacher to 
prepare teaching adolescents. Because by knowing some of those 
physiological factors, teacher can determine the appropriate method to 
teach them. 
 
C. Teaching Speaking and Conversation to Young Learner 
 
a. Teaching speaking 
According to the background of this report, speaking is the 
ability needed most in this period when communication creates a 
great opportunity for getting job. Whereas, in fact, most of 
Indonesian students do not have a big motivation and courage to 
speak English, because they still seem that English is difficult. 
Here an English teacher is needed.  
 
Willis states that teaching English through English means 
speaking and using English in the classroom as often as you 
possibly can….(Willis :xiii). 
 
Another theory that the writer quotes from Teaching 
Practice Handbook explains “ every opportunity of speaking in the 
class
roo
m 
shou
ld be 
take
n. It 
is by 
tryin
g to 
com
mun
icate 
that 
stud
ents 
reali
ze 
their 
need 
for 
lang
uage 
and 
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by speaking that they increase their fluency and confidence” 
(Gower 1995: 99). 
 
Both of the theories claim the effectiveness in using 
speaking English in class. To associate English by using speaking 
in the class, thus, the teacher has to realize the function of speaking 
English before practicing in the class.  
 
As the Jack Richard’s theory about speaking in his legal 
website, he explains about some functions of speaking. The writer 
just attaches one of the functions relating to simple speaking in 
junior high school, the function is: 
1) Talk as an interaction 
This refers to what we normally mean by conversation and 
describe interaction which serves primarily social function. 
When people meet, they exchange greetings, engage in 
small talks, and chit chat, recount recent experience and so 
on because they wish to be friendly and to establish a 
comfortable zone of interaction with others. The focus is 
more on the speakers and how they wish to present 
themselves to each other than on the messages ( Jack 
Richard in Brown and Yule 1983) 
(http://professorjackrichards.com/pdfs/developing-
classroom-speaking-activities.pdf ). 
 
This point must be comprehended by teacher if they want to 
accustom their students in speaking. Teaching speaking in this case 
requires good interaction between teacher and students.  
 
Rivers, in her book Interactive Language Teaching  quotes 
a certain theory from Wells relating to interaction in class, 
“…..Linguistic interaction is a collaborative activity’ involving 
‘the 
esta
blish
ment 
of a 
trian
gula
r 
relat
ions
hip 
betw
een 
the 
send
er, 
the 
recei
ver, 
and 
the 
cont
ext 
of 
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situation(Rivers in Wells 1981:29, 46-7)”. 
 
In another book, Rivers explains about the importance of 
interaction in language-learning situations “In interaction, students 
can use all they posses of the language – all they have learned or 
casually absorbed – in real life exchanges where expressing their 
real meaning is important to them. They thus have experience in 
creating messages from what they hear, since comprehension is a 
process of creation and in creating discourse that conveys their 
intention” (Rivers 1981: 160-2). 
  
It means that an interaction will occur when students really 
understand about the materials they get. They will give teacher 
kind of feed back as a sign they are capable to follow the lesson. 
So, here interaction can be considered as a method in teaching 
conversation. 
 
By applying speaking English gradually, students will train 
their tongue to speak English. Gower gives some points to 
encourage the students-especially young learner- to speak:  
1) Encourage student interaction 
2) Give a plenty of control and guided practice 
3) Make speaking activities communicative 
4) Plan speaking activities carefully (Gower 1995:101-102) 
Relating to speaking, these are also a number of reasons why 
young learners feel speaking as a productive skill difficult: 
1) Language 
L
e
a
r
n
e
r
s
 
e
n
g
a
g
e
d
 
i
n
 
a
 
p
r
o
d
u
c
t
i
v
e
 
t
a
s
k
 
c
a
n
 
b
e
c
o
m
e
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 very frustrated when they just do not have the words or 
grammar they need to express themselves 
2) Topic and genre 
If students are not interested in the topics we are asking 
them to write or speak about, they unlikely to invest the 
language production with the same amount of effort as they 
would if they were excited by the subject matter.(Harmer 
2005;252) 
 
b. Teaching conversation 
 
Conversation which is the main focus of the writer is kind 
of activities in practicing speaking.  
Dornyei and Thurrel say that conversation do not simply 
begin at random, there are various ways of starting a conversation 
and most of these are fairly ritualized, for example, in different 
sequences of greetings and introduction (Dornyei and Thurrell: 3)”.  
The followings are some tips to start conversation 
effortlessly: 
1) In order to make interesting conversation, you must be 
interesting to others. 
2) Instead of focusing on how uncomfortable you feel, prepare 
yourself by thinking of the issues that interest you most and 
what you would like to discuss about a particular subject. 
3) Make an effort to be a good listener when learning how to 
start a conversation. After you make the initial effort, listen 
closely to the other person's response. 
4) Even if you find it extremely difficult, always greet those 
you encounter with a smile and look them directly in the 
eye. 
(http://www.conversationtalk.com/how-to-start-a-
conversation.htm ) 
CHAPTER III 
TEACHING CONVERSATION 
 
A. General Background 
S
MP N 
20 
Surakart
a is a 
govern
ment 
school 
located 
at Jl. 
Surya 
no: 155 
Jagalan 
Surakart
a. This 
school 
gets 
accredit
ation A 
from 
govern
ment, so 
it means 
that the 
 xx
quality of this school is good enough among the schools in Surakarta. 
The school leaded by Drs. H. Sambodo MR as principal and Agus 
Priyadi, S.Pd as vice-principal in 2010, has 16 classes. There are six 
classes for seventh and eighth grade; A-F, but for ninth grade, there are 
just five classes; class A-E. Beside class, this school also has other 
learning rooms such as; library, scientific laboratory, expertise room, 
multimedia room, computer laboratory, multipurpose room (hall), 
dressmaking room and Christian’s room. There are also some yards for 
student’s need, they are volley court, basket court, long jump court, 
high jump court, table tennis court, mini football court and flag 
ceremony court. 
 
This Junior High School has for about 47 teachers and 16 other 
staffs. Relating to English, there are four teachers teaching English in 
the school. All of them are master of education. 
 
B. Extracurricular 
SMP N 20 Surakarta has some extracurricular outside the class. 
They are divided into two types; compulsory and optional 
extracurricular. Boy Scout that is on every Friday is the only one 
compulsory activity outside the class. The presentation in Boy Scout 
influences in the student’s report. The other extracurricular such as; 
self-defense, reading and writing Al-Qur’an, Volleyball and traditional 
dance 
are kind 
of 
optional 
extracur
ricular. 
Students 
may 
choose 
one or 
choose 
more 
than one 
of them 
dependi
ng on 
their 
hobby 
 
C. The 
Acti
vitie
s 
 xxi
during Job Training 
Since the writer held job training in SMP N 20 Surakarta, the 
writer were doing many activities. The followings are: 
 
C.1. Class observation 
The writer did the class observation in the first day of job 
training, it was on the 4th of January 2010. The writer was actually 
placed in class VIIB but on the day, the writer had a chance to 
observe class VIIB, VIID and VIIF. The supervisor guided the 
writer was Mrs. Primanda Dewanti S.pd. She is one of the English 
teachers in SMP N 20.  The followings are the observation results: 
C.1.1. Teaching method used by the teacher 
Mrs. Primanda as the teacher started the meeting by 
greeting the students. “Good morning”…”how are you 
doing?”, all of the students answered the questions well. Before 
starting to the materials, she told the students about the main 
materials which they would get in the second semester. 
To start the lesson, Mrs. Primanda asked some 
questions relating to daily activities, for example: ”Do you 
have breakfast in this morning?”…”What do you eat?”. After 
that Mrs. Primanda wrote kind of foods on the whiteboard that 
students replied. It meant that Mrs. Primanda encouraged the 
student’s interaction to enter the topic. 
 
D
u
r
i
n
g 
t
e
a
c
h
i
n
g 
l
e
a
r
n
i
n
g 
a
c
 xxii
tivity, Mrs. Primanda did not use English all the time. She 
mixed some languages such as; English, Indonesia, and 
Javanese, because she realizes about her student’s capability 
about English is not good enough. She ever used to explain the 
students with full English sentences, but the writer saw that 
most of the students did not understand. Thus, the best way was 
by using language mix. She also focused on student’s writing 
skill. She did not order students to speak English very much. 
So the writer could not see conversation practice all the time. 
 
C.1.2. Student’s response 
The students in class VIIB were difficult to control. 
They are kind of adolescents who will get bored easily. Some 
students who were sitting in the back used to talk about 
something with other friends when the teacher explained a 
material. To solve the problem Mrs. Primanda admonished the 
students distinctly so that the students did not talk to their 
friends anymore. She attempted to make her students quiet. 
 
C.2.  Making lesson plan 
Before practicing teaching in the class, the supervisor, Mrs. 
Primanda, asked the writer to make lesson plan. The writer got 
procedure as the genre and hobby as the theme. Then the writer 
divided the theme into some topics, they are kind of hobbies, 
trav
eling 
and 
how 
to 
mak
e 
som
ethin
g. 
The 
main 
purp
ose 
that 
stud
ent 
must 
com
preh
end 
to 
proc
edur
 xxiii
e text. Before making the lesson plan, the writer had to look for 
some book resources for student’s exercises. The writer could not 
use one book only all the time, because a recent English book does 
not contain all of the material needed. Sometimes, if there were 
simple topics, the writer made her own material. The writer, thus, 
prepared the lesson plan based on the topic and theme. 
 
C.3. Teaching Learning Activities 
The writer attempted to focus the class condition in 
interaction, because by involving students in the class, it would 
create more interesting class. For teaching activities in the class, 
the writer did not use English all the time, because the writer had 
known student comprehension about English. The writer mixed 
Javanese, Indonesia, and English, to familiarize with the students. 
A good interaction between the writer; as the teacher; and the 
students is very important to know the student’s ability generally 
and how far the writer could practice the conversation skill in class 
VIIB. 
 
D. Discussion 
D.1. Teaching process focusing on conversation 
The writer taught the students in the second meeting when 
the writer was in SMP 20 Surakarta. The students of this class are 
36 persons. The girls are 16 persons and the boys are 20 persons. 
Mos
t of 
the 
stud
ents 
in 
this 
class 
are 
activ
e. 
The 
writ
er 
used 
to 
have 
som
e 
steps 
befo
re 
teac
hing 
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the students. The first thing when entering the class was to give a 
sign to the chairman for praying. “Stand up! Let’s pray together, 
pray begin...!”,”Finish!” All of the students did what the 
chairman’s command on the time. This school has its own script 
when the students are praying. The student who gets picket duty 
will read the praying script. After it had finished, the writer began 
to greet the students as the simple conversation practice and the 
students were able to answer it well because their teacher – Mrs. 
Primanda - always does it in every meeting. 
 
For the greeting, the writer used some variations in 
different day, such as “How are you doing?” , ”How are you 
today”, “ How are you?”. The writer believed that it would 
improve student’s knowledge in greeting. There has been a rule 
made by Mrs. Primanda for the students in English class, if 
students want to get out of the class, they have to ask permission to 
the teacher by using English, for example: “ Excuse me  Mam, may 
I go to the rest room?”,” Excuse me Mam, may I get out for a 
moment?”. If they want to come in the class, they will say “may I 
join your class again Mam”, “may I come in Mam?” 
 
The most important thing which the writer used to do 
before starting the material, the writer told the students about the 
main material (topic) on the day. It would make them clear about 
the lesson they would get on the day. Then, it would be continued 
with 
war
min
g up. 
In 
this 
step, 
the 
writ
er 
atte
mpte
d to 
conn
ect 
the 
topic 
with 
their 
daily 
life 
so 
that 
stud
 xxv
ents could accustom English with their activities. For example: 
 
 Topic about traveling: Do you ever go to Solo city walk? How 
do you get there? What do you do over there? 
 Topic about procedure: can you make a noodle, indomie, 
supermie…? What do you need? Tell me what do you do at 
first? 
 
The students just gave a simple answer such as: Yes, by 
motorcycle, eating etc. It was good, because they have courage to 
speak and it was a sign that they understood what the writer talked 
about. By using some key words that the students knew, it would 
help them to understand what the teacher meant. Sometimes if the 
students did not quite understand, the writer would use many kinds 
of gesture. If they still did not understand, the writer would use 
Indonesia or Javanese language in some words. Those were kind of 
interactions the writer used during teaching. 
 
In every meeting when the writer was explaining the 
material, there were always some students making noises but they 
were the students who became the target to do some exercises in 
front of the class, speak in front of the class or practice simple 
conversation. For example: “ You do not pay attention to me, so 
now, please ask to you friend what is his hobby?”.  Most of 
students who made a noise would be difficult to answer the 
question. Sometimes they would say “I don’t know” or they were 
just 
silen
t. 
The
n the 
writ
er 
puni
shed 
them 
to do 
som
e 
exer
cises 
or to 
spea
k in 
front 
of 
the 
class
. 
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After finishing in giving explanation, the writer used to 
give students some exercises. If there was a chance to observe the 
student’s ability in conversation, the writer would get the students 
to make a simple script and they had to present it in dialogue or 
monologue. A good condition of class VIIB that there were always 
some volunteers who wanted to go in front of the class for 
exercise, dialogue or monologue.  
 
As the closing, if there were few minutes left, the writer 
would ask the student about the material which had been taught on 
the day, but if there was no time, the writer gave home work for 
students 
 
D.2. Problem and Solution during Teaching Learning Activities 
The writer held an active observation to show the real 
problem in SMP 20 Surakarta. It was twice on Thursday, May 6 
2010 and on Tuesday, May 11, 2010. The writer used 
questionnaire and direct interview as data collection. The writer 
divides some problems faced when teaching in SMP 20; the 
followings are some factors: 
D.2.1. Student 
Students in class VIIB were the main problem faced by 
the writer. By using questionnaire, the data will show some 
difficulties in learning English faced by students. In the 
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students in the class, because there was just one student absent. 
After getting all of the answers of students class VIIB, the 
writer emphasizes some important points of the questionnaire, 
these are: 
 
a. How many students are interested in learning English 
Yes No 
27 students 8 students 
  
It shows that there are about 23% students who are not 
interested to English, and there are 77% students who are 
interested to English. The data shows that most of students in 
VIIB are interested to study about English. The writer finds 
variety reasons for the students who like studying English. 
Most of the reasons claim that English is an interesting lesson 
and some others say that English is like a challenge for them. 
In the other hand, there are eight students who are not 
interested to English, seven of them think that English is a 
difficult and complicated lesson, one other just think that 
English confuses him or her. 
 
b. Students who are in difficult in a complicated 
conversation comprehension 
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ifficulty to understand a quite complicated conversation (in a 
text). 57% of them feel rather confused to comprehend and 
11% others think that it is easy. 
 
c. Student’s difficulties when they speak in front of the 
class 
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ts may choose more than one point, because the point will 
show the main problem felt by the students. Most of the 
students feel nervous when they speak in front of the class. 14 
students still feel worried, 10 students are not quite confidence 
because they still have limited vocabularies, 17 of them are 
really not confidence with their capability in English and there 
is just one another reason which tell that he or she is afraid if 
all of friends mock her or him 
 
d. The number of students who want to speak in front of 
the class if the teacher offers mark or gift 
 
100% students are excited to speak in front of the class, 
if there is a gift or mark. There are also the data about the 
feeling of students if the teacher asks them to speak in front of 
the class without gift or mark. 
I want 
and I 
am 
excited 
I want 
but  
I am 
nervous 
I do 
not 
want 
Another 
reason 
8 20 1 6 
 
It shows that 23% students are really interested in 
speaking. 57% students still doubt to speak. There is just one 
student who is not actually interested to speak and there are 
17% students who have their own reason. Most of the reason 
that they do not want because of nervousness. 
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e writer analyzes some problems got by students in class VIIB: 
1. Most of the students are interested to learn English, but 
they still have less knowledge about conversation practice 
(it is probably about grammar) 
2. Most of them are still nervous to speak in front of the class 
3. They want to join in front of the class if there is a certain 
motivation. 
 
D.2.2. Teacher (Mrs. Primanda, as an English teacher) 
 To get the information about the problems faced by the 
teacher, the writer held an interview twice in different day with 
Mrs. Primanda. The writer focused the question to the 
difficulties in teaching conversation. The writer also divided 
the questions into some parts, the followings are: 
 
1. General background of Mrs. Primanda as an English 
teacher 
Mrs. Primanda has become an English teacher in 2004. 
In the first year, she taught in SD Cemara II for about two years 
and then in 2006, she has been accepted in UPT 2B UNS up to 
now. In 2007, she has begun teaching in SMP 20 Surakarta. So, 
although Mrs. Primanda is still new in SMP 20 Surakarta, but 
she absolutely has many experiences in teaching English. 
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ferences of the students in SMP 20 Surakarta and her previous 
student in the different places which she had taught previously. 
The cause of the differences is from the student’s background. 
Generally, the student in SMP 20 comes from low middle 
class, so it is probably that their parents do not give a full 
attention to their study. This causes students always make 
noisy in the class and the noisy students is the big problem to 
her. To solve this problem, thus, she attempted to be a firm 
teacher although it is not her real character. The main point for 
her if all students(in SMP 20) are little bit afraid to her, they 
will respect her and she is able to make a good condition in the 
class. 
 
2. Speaking 
a. How important an interaction in her class is 
She thinks that interaction in her class is very important 
because without any interaction, she cannot have a good 
emotional tight with the students. When she spoke in English, 
students must understand, what she had been saying about, 
however, the problem is most of the time students do not give a 
feed back as a sign that they understand well. It can be seen 
when she offers whether there is a question, no body reacts it. 
So she attempted to use some kinds of interactions such as 
gesture and providing the meaning of the sentences 
 
b. H
o
w
 
f
a
r
 
s
h
e
 
d
e
v
e
l
o
p
s
 
h
e
r
 xxxii
 student’s capability in speaking 
She said that developing speaking ability to her students 
early is very important but in SMP 20, she cannot find a good 
method to teach speaking because the school still uses a kind of 
traditional method where class must be silent every time. 
Actually, she wants to make her class active in speaking but if 
she did speaking activities freely, the class would be so noisy 
and the other teachers would suggest her that she had to be 
crueler. Therefore, she will not be comfortable if her class is so 
noisy. In this case, noise still becomes the big problem. Until 
this time, she cannot make her students active in speaking. But 
she has found the other way to improve their student’s ability 
in speaking without disturbing another class. She asks students 
to make a written speaking. It is kind of draft which will be 
presented in front of the class. 
 
In the second interview, the writer just asked her about 
her solution to solve her student’s nervousness in speaking 
class. Because, based on the questionnaire, most of her students 
feel nervous when they are speaking among their classmates. 
Her method to solve this problem that she just advises the 
students that they should be brave to speak in front of the class. 
To encourage them she promises them with an extra mark. 
  
3. The material used relates to speaking  
T
h
e 
s
p
e
a
k
i
n
g 
m
a
t
e
r
i
a
l 
g
i
v
e
n 
 xxxiii
by government is so suitable and easy to learn for her students, 
but unfortunately the speaking materials seldom appears in 
“Ulangan Semester”, so there is no good media to encourage 
the students. 
 
4. Time allocated and her student’s capability in speaking 
There are just five hours of English in a week. The 
lesson is focused on reading and writing, and the government 
does not test for the speaking. Therefore, Mrs. Primanda thinks 
that her student’s capability in speaking is not too good 
 
D.2.3. The Writer 
 
The problems stated by Mrs. Primanda absolutely 
happened to the writer such as: the noisy students, the 
capability of the students in English, the condition of SMP 20 
and limited time to teach speaking. But beside of that, the 
writer got other difficulties in teaching conversation to young 
learner: 
 
1. The experience of the writer in teaching English for 
adolescents 
It is different from Mrs. Primanda who has been an 
English teacher for about six years, the writer just has known 
about teaching English for about a year. So, it was quite 
difficult for the writer to face the students in a big class at SMP 
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There was nervousness. Some of the students in the class are 
kind of adolescents who are able to be critical in every 
condition. It was probably since the writer was new in the 
class. However, on the next day, the writer’s supervisor advised 
the writer to be firmer and it absolutely gave good effect on the 
next meeting. All of students little bit respected to the writer 
although it was necessary for the writer to speak loudly. 
 
Being a firm teacher actually created new problem for 
the writer, because the entire subjects in the writer’s lecture 
never suggested handling the class with a hard method, such as: 
being a firm teacher, speaking loudly etc. However, to adapt 
the rule to be a firm teacher, it could be done time by time. 
 
2. Material preparation 
It was quite difficult for the writer to prepare the 
material before teaching. The writer had to fit the material with 
the topic. It was impossible for the writer to use only one 
English book, because the recent English book has some lacks, 
for example: the lack of grammar, inappropriate material for 
certain students, limited topic, and some error texts. The writer, 
thus, must be careful in choosing book resource. The writer got 
some appropriate books which were from previous year in the 
library of SMP 20. Sometime, the writer made her own 
material. 
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d the condition of the school 
The cause of noisy students is because they are 
uncontrolled. The class was terrible when the writer asked the 
students to speak with their friends. It was good because all of 
students could be rather active in speaking, but many of them 
would use the chance to make a noise. Noisy students would 
bother all of the teachers who were near the class. Therefore, 
the writer always asked the students to make a written dialogue 
or monologue before they presented it. If there was still a 
student who made noisy, the writer took a distinct way to 
reduce their mark. 
  
4. Unwillingness to bring a dictionary 
Dictionary is the important thing in teaching learning 
English. It also became a difficulty for the writer to get students 
bring their dictionary. The writer, thus, made a rule in the class 
that “If you do not bring your dictionary tomorrow, you must 
bring a snack no more than one thousand rupiah, such as: 
Oreo or tango.” Most of the students brought the dictionary on 
the next day although there were still some students who did 
not bring a dictionary (but they brought the snack) 
  
 
5. Less practice and less motivation in conversation 
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anda in the interview that there are limited time to practice 
speaking, because it is not included in the semester test. As the 
result, most of the students feel speaking difficult. They are not 
confidence because of their weakness in grammar. Many of 
students are afraid to speak English in the class. So, to create a 
good condition in the class, the writer used to give a praise to 
motivate the students who would like to answer some questions 
orally. The writer would say “Very good”,”Great!”, “That’s 
good, but it will be better…!” The writer also gave an extra 
mark for volunteers which was like Mrs. Primanda did. 
Besides, sometime the writer also gave some gifts for example: 
the food which some students brought when they did not bring 
a dictionary in the class 
 
The time allocation that was just 24 hours in a month 
also became the problem for the writer because the writer could 
not practice more conversation practice. To solve this problem, 
if there were a chance to test student’s capability in speaking, 
the writer attempted to use the time as good as possible 
 
D.2.4. Teaching Material and Time Allocation 
 Before teaching, the writer got the draft containing the 
themes in the second semester for seventh grade. Every theme 
must explore four skills in English (listening, speaking, reading 
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s some objectives for the students. The writer got this theme: 
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3.
 
The writer got some textbooks from the school as 
teaching references, they are: 
1. Buku Sekolah Elektronik from the government 
2. English for Junior high school and MTS 
3. Worksheet 
All of the books are good enough for the students, but 
every book still has some weakness such as; the lack of 
speaking practice, inappropriate themes in the book, and 
grammar error. 
 
The time allocation that was just 24 hours in a month, 
so there was limited time to practice speaking. 
CHAPTER IV 
CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 
 
 
A. CO
NC
LUS
ION 
 
 
After 
observin
g the 
difficulti
es in 
teaching 
learning 
convers
ation 
from 
some 
factors 
in SMP 
20 
Surakart
a, the 
writer is 
able to 
conclud
 xl
e these points, as the result: 
1. There is absolutely a good method in teaching conversation by 
making a rule for the students to speak English if they want to 
interrupt the lesson, but it is quite impossible to make speaking 
activity running actively. The students who are very active will 
use a chance in speaking class to make a noise and it will 
disturb the other classes. 
2. Less practice of simple conversation makes students nervous if 
they speak in front of the class. Many of them are not confident 
because they have not been accustomed in speaking condition. 
3. Limited time to teach conversation also becomes a problem for 
the teacher to accustom their student’s capability in speaking. 
The teacher prefers to focus on reading and writing, because 
they are skills needed most in semester test. 
4. There are limited English books of SMP 20 Surakarta which 
are appropriate to the recent theme and method. 
 
B. SUGGESTION 
 
A number of those conclusions refer to the overall result of the 
observation. The writer, however, as a student who has ever held job 
training in SMP20 wants to give some suggestions so that it can be a 
consideration for the improvement of SMP20 Surakarta: 
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racticing is important for the learner. Therefore, there should be 
more opportunities (from school) for the teacher to teach 
conversation to the students for example: an extracurricular for 
conversation practice. 
2. The school should be selective on determining English 
textbooks for the students, because they are still new about 
English, so everything from book must be correct and suitable 
for them. 
3. A quiet condition in the class is occasionally important. But, 
most of the time quiet condition will make students bored and 
they won’t understand with the explanation. Thus, it will be 
better if sometime the teacher let the class noisy but it is still in 
a positive activity, for example; singing a song, playing simple 
games, role playing etc. This is possible to create student’s 
creativity especially in English. 
 
The writer hopes that all of those suggestions are useful for the 
school and it will have more attentions to get the further solution from 
the school.  
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